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Introduction  

The Louisville Fire Department has existed in the community for 170 years and is an integral  

part of  the critical infrastructure of  the city. It is an all-hazards Department that reduces      

community risk and mitigates emergencies. As first responders, the citizens of  the City expect 

that calls for service are provided timely, delivered efficiently, and meet the highest standard.  

 

Established by City Ordinance approved June 1, 1858, the Department exists to provide the 

community with quality fire prevention, environmental protection, and emergency services.  

Mission objectives are achieved by prevention and suppression of  fires, performance of  rescue 

operations, response to emergencies involving hazardous materials, and providing emergency 

services essential to the health, safety and well-being of  the community. These include, but are 

not limited to, delivery of  Basic Life Support/Emergency Medical Technician (BLS/EMT)    

Services, extra-hazardous rescues on land and water, and mitigation of  man-made and natural 

catastrophes.  

 

The Department employs approximately 500 members divided among five major Divisions:  

Personnel & Planning, Emergency Operations, Administration & Support Services, Fire        

Prevention, and Safety, Training and Risk Management. Members of  these Sections function in 

specialized capacities to better satisfy the complex and diverse demands made on the             

Department. 

òCFAI Accredited. ISO Class 1. 

Since 1858, the Louisville Fire 

Department has driven toward 

constant improvement to deliver 

the best services to the City.ó        

      -Mayor Fischer 
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Fire caused an estimated $23 billion in property damage nationwide in 2017. Eighty percent of  

fires and fire fatalities occur in residential properties and half  of  these are single family      

dwellings. The Community Risk Assessment has identified that cooking (46%), heating (16%) 

and electrical (9%) are the leading cause of  fires in our community. While smoking accounts   

for only 5% of  fires, it is responsible for 22% of  fire fatalities.  

In 1957 there were 37 civilian fire fatalities in Louisville. In 1968 there were 35. In 1977 the City 

of  Louisville passed legislation requiring smoke alarms in all residential rental properties and in 

1986 began testing and providing smoke alarms in owner occupied properties. In 2003 a city 

Ordinance required all smoke alarms were required to be either hard-wired or 10-year lithium 

battery operated. In 2018 there were 7 civilian fire fatalities. 

In the jurisdiction of  the Louisville Fire Department there are over 6,000 hotel guest rooms, 6.4 

million square feet of  leasable office, convention and meeting space for 95,000 attendees, and 

tourist attractions bringing in over 10.5 million visitors annually. 

In 2018 the Louisville Fire Department responded to 42,807 emergency runs, of  which 24,146 

(57%) were medical. The majority of  these medical runs are to residential occupancies and allow 

members, in addition to providing first contact with a citizen in distress, to ensure smoke alarms 

are present and operational, as well as engaging residents to deliver fire safety checks and educa-

tion.  


